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Hello NSNA Members,

What an incredible summer conference! Thank you to
everyone who joined us as we celebrated our School
Nutrition Heroes—your dedication and passion were
the heart of the event. Our food show was a standout
success, showcasing innovative products and creative
menu ideas that sparked great conversation and
practical takeaways for school kitchens across
Nebraska.

I also want to give a giant thank you to everyone who
helped behind the scenes to make our state
conference the success it was; your hard work does
not go unnoticed. Highlights included inspiring
keynote presentations from Jarrett Krosoczka and Jeff
Joiner that energized our work and reminded us of the
positive impact we make every day for students.

I'm proud of the collaboration, learning, and
camaraderie we shared. I am also excited to announce
next summer’s conference theme: "Fueling the Future
of School Nutrition Starts Here." We look forward to
building on this momentum with new ideas, training,
and recognition opportunities. Please mark your
calendars for our summer 2027 conference, taking
place in Kearney from June 27-30, 2027.

The Commodity Foods Show will take place on October
8, 2027, from 1:00-4:00 p.m. Look for more details in
Let’s Connect.



Perhaps this coming year would be a great time to take on a more active role in
our Nebraska School Nutrition Association. Whether at the district or state level,
your input and contributions are always welcome. I encourage you to step out of
your comfort zone, join a committee, or share your ideas to help enhance our
organization.

As we look ahead, I am excited about the opportunities to continue "Fueling the
Future of School Nutrition" through innovation, collaboration, and an unwavering
commitment to student well-being. Together with our partners, schools, and
communities, we will keep building healthier, more sustainable meal programs
that nourish students, support their success, and create a lasting impact for
generations to come. Thank you for being part of this journey—I look forward to
shaping the future of school nutrition together.

Tara Brookings
NSNA President

NSNA Commodity
Food Show 

Contact & RSVP 
Please RSVP by September 28th, 2026 at nebraskasna.org 
 
For any inquiries, please contact 

Seminar Information 
We inviteyouto attend aninformative seminar prior to the Commodity Show. 

Event Details
●
●
●
● 

 October 8, 2026 
Holiday Inn, 110 Second Ave., Kearney, NE 
1:00 PM 

2:00 PM – 4:00 PM 

from DHHS and Eric Sweeney from US Foods will provide a comprehensive review of the
Commodity Program, including account setup and a Q&A session to address your specific needs. 

Date:
Location:
Seminar:
Food Show:

 via email at execdirectornsna@gmail.com. Mary Pat Vacek

Brian Gerkensmeyer 

mailto:execdirectornsna@gmail.com
mailto:execdirectornsna@gmail.com




District Meetings

Unable to make your district’s meeting.  Join another district meeting.
Contact the President of the District for more details.

District 1 & 2
Saturday, October 17  th

 @ Affinity Group
in Omaha  8:30am

District 3
Saturday, October 17th

Winside High School
Time: TBD 

District 4
Saturday, August 22   nd

 @ O’Connor Learning 
Center, Grand Island

 8am

District 6/8
Saturday, October 3  rd

Wallace High School
Time: 10am



The Nebraska Farm to School
program enriches the connection

communities have with fresh, healthy
food and local food producers by
changing food purchasing and

education practices at schools and
early care and education settings.

The 2026 Mountain Plains Crunch Off is
an annual multi-state competition

celebrating National Farm to School
Month throughout October 2026. States

within the USDA’s Mountain Plains region
compete to see which state can log the
most per capita "crunches" into locally
grown produce or minimally processed

local foods (such as apples, carrots,
cucumbers, popcorn, or seeds)

National School Lunch Week will be
celebrated from October 12 to

October 16, 2026. The official theme
for the 2026 celebration is "Cafeteria

Circus: Where School Meals Take
Center Stage," created to highlight the
hard work and magic performed daily

by school nutrition professionals.





 ART CONTEST 
“Fueling the Future of School Nutrition Starts Here”

 

_________________________
 

Mail entry to: Nebraska School Nutrition Association, P.O. Box 45527, Omaha, NE 68145 

Contest Deadline: December 14, 2026 
All entries must be on 8x11 paper, and be the students original artwork. —-----------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Students Name: _________________________________________ 

Home Address:___________________ Home Phone: (___)___________ 

City:_____________________ State:__________ Zip___________ 

Grade:______ Age:_________ 

School:____________________ School Phone:__________________ 

School Address:_________________________________________ 

City:___________________ State:__________ Zip:_____________ 

Principal:__________________ Cafeteria Manager:________________ 

________________________ 
(Principal’s signature) (Cafeteria manager’s signature)

For association use only: Date received______
Entry category K-1(__) 2-4(__) 5-8 (__) 9-12 (__) 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://nebraskasna.org/images/design/SNA_Nebraska_Logo.jpg&imgrefurl=https://nebraskasna.org/&h=667&w=791&tbnid=5jA3NZ_tlijZwM&source=sa.im&tbnh=508&tbnw=603&usg=AI4_-kTfF3vq1P-IE47YMcTpl8IoaKRuJA&vet=1&docid=FLAGS7BM3yd8kM


TOP REASONS TO JOIN SNA
 When you become a member of SNA, you get access to a
vibrant community dedicated to making a significant and

enduring impact in the field of school nutrition. 

 

HERE’S HOW SNA MEMBERSHIP CAN EMPOWER YOU ON YOUR JOURNEY TO SUCCESS:

EMPOWER YOUR
GROWTH
Access to a library of 100+ 
educational webinars 
designed to quickly build 
your skills and knowledge 
on critical topics.

CERTIFY YOUR
EXPERTISE
Achieve recognition and 
validate your skills with our 
specialized certificate and 
credentialing programs.

PROMOTE YOUR
PROGRAM
Utilize our comprehensive 
marketing and PR 
resources designed to 
promote and grow your 
school meal programs.

EXPAND YOUR
NETWORK
Join a diverse community 
of nutrition professionals 
at our meetings and 
virtual events and gain 
fresh perspectives that 
will make an impact on the 
work you do.

KEEP YOURSELF
INFORMED
Get the latest trends, and 
success stories delivered 
through a subscription to 
SNA’s SN Magazine.

AMPLIFY YOUR VOICE
Stand strong with us as 
we advocate for the 
critical issues impacting 
school meal programs 
at the state and national 
levels.

GET MORE FOR LESS
SNA members always pay 
the lowest price and can 
find deep discounts on 
publications, conferences 
and courses.

ADVANCE YOUR
CAREER PATH
With SNA’s Career Center, 
you’ll stand out from the 
crowd, impress employers 
and find opportunities 
that will help you achieve 
your career goals.

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!

Our mission: To empower and support school nutrition professionals in advancing the accessibility, 
quality and integrity of school nutrition programs.



Who referred you
to SNA?

Member Categories

Home Mailing Address
Address

First Name

Have you ever been a SNA member?

First Name

Email

School District

Work Phone

Work Mailing Address 
Address

National Dues

Individual
Membership

School District/
State Agency
Membership

$44
$44
$44 
$4 6

$44
N/A
N/A
$4 6

$155
$155
$155
$155
$155 

$155
$155
$155
$155
$155
N/A
N/A

$22
$22

Last Name

Last Name

Job Title

School Name

Home Phone

Employed by?

TOTAL PAYMENT

NATIONAL DUES

STATE DUES*

PROCESSING FEE

18 TOTAL DUES
Tax-deductible contribution to SN Foundation

 ___$1 0 ___$25 ___$50 ___Other

Does your employer pay your dues?

Are you responsible for school nutrition
operations in your school district?

Chapter No.

(Optional)
 Member ID:

National, State Dues and Processing Fee are required.

For credit card payment, please visit www.schoolnutrition.org 

FOR SCHOOL DISTRICT MEMBERSHIP (SDM) ONLY

SDM Main Contact Name __________________________________

(Optional) SDM Main Contact Member ID____________________

Email ____________________________________________________

Business Phone Number ____________________________________

1

2

3

4

7

8

9

11

10

16

23

5

22

21

12

13

14

19

17

20

15

16

6

City

City

SN Employee
Student
Retired
SN Manager
Distri ct Dir ector/Supv/Spec
Major City Director/Supv/Spec
State Agency Director and Staff
Nutrition Educator
Other
Affiliate Employee
Affiliate Retired

Yes No

(Pleaseindicatepreferred mailing address Work

State

State

Home)

Public School
Private School

Suite

Zip

Suite/Apt

Zip

(Check either individual membership or school district/state agency membership (SDM). See back for description)

Yes No

Private Management Company
CACFP

Yes No

Individual Membership Signature  Date

Your STATE DUES are: (Record state dues in the space provided on right) * Select one.

__________________________________ _________

Membership Category

For SDM multiple applicants, you may use a spreadsheet found at
www.schoolnutrition.org/sdm.

See reverse side for important information.

Dues subject to change.

Member ID

Return this form with your check or money order made payable to SNA. 
Mail application to SNA Depository PO Box 719297, Philadelphia, PA 19171-9297

$
$
$
$
$
$

.

.

.

.

.

.

Rev 08/24

3 0 0

N a t i o n a l  a n d  S t a t e  N e w  M e m b e r  A p p l i c a t i o n

NE

$15.00 For All Member Categories



SNA National and State Membership Application Guidelines
 

AFR 

SDS

EDU

OTH

AFE

Dues
CategoryMembership Category
SNE

STU

 
Student

RET

SNM

DDS

 

 

 

MCD  

DescriptionCooks, chefs, bakers, bookkeepers, technicians, assistants, etc.
Full-time students enrolled in post-secondary nutrition, health
or other food related program. Does not include right to vote.
Retired Members.

Managers, head cooks, head chefs, assistant managers.

MembershipApplication for Individual and School District Memberships.

N/A

N/A

School District/
State Agency Individual

Membership Membership
$44

$44 

$44

N/A

$44

$46

$155

N/A

$46

$155

Instructions for completing the front of this application:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Please indicate if you have ever been a SNA member.
Print your full name as you would like it to appear in your membership record and on your membership card.
Print your email address and job title.
Print your current school district.
Print your current school name.
If you know your local chapter number, please fill in.
Print your work and home phone number.
Print your work mailing address.
Print your home mailing address.
Print full name of member referrer who introduced you to SNA (only needed for new members). This will give the person credits for Star Club and
annual membership campaign drives. Optional: Include referrer s SNA member ID.
Please review the membership categories listed. Check one that best describes your position. 

o .

11.

 
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

Please check if you are employed by public school, private school, or private management company.
Please indicate if your employer pays your dues.
Please indicate if you are responsible for school nutrition operations in your school district.
Record your national dues based on membership category checked.
Record your state dues based on the dues listed on left side of application under “Your state dues are:"
All applications must include the processing fee.
Please add national, state dues and processing fee amounts. This is the total dues amount to be paid. Applications with incorrect total amount will be
returned resulting in a delay of member benefits.
Record your optional contribution to the School Nutrition Foundation. The School Nutrition Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization and donations are tax
deductible. Your contribution of $10 or more will be acknowledged by the School Nutrition Foundation.
Add national dues, state dues, processing fee and any optional contributions. This is the total payment.
If paying by credit card, please visit www.schoolnutrition.org. 

19.

20.
21.
22.This box must be completed for SDM applicants.
23.Please sign and date your completed application. Required for individual membership only. Mail your application and payment to SNA,

SNA Depository PO Box 719297, Philadelphia, PA 19171-9297

Membership dues cover a ful l year o f mem ber benefi ts. Processing of application takes approximately two to four weeks from receipt of payment. 
Once application is processed, new members will be able to access and print their membership card by logging in at www.schoolnutrition.org. 

SchoolDistrict/State AgencyMembership(SDM)
is a membership managed or coordinated by the school district/state agency and can be transferred to another individual in the same membership
category.Please check with your district to see if you are eligible for SDM.

SchoolNutritionEmployee

Retired

SchoolNutritionManager

SchoolNutritionDirector, Supervisors, Working in a school nutrition program at the school district
Specialist, Executive Chefs 

SchoolNutritionDirector, 
Supervisor, Specialist (Major
City) 

State Agency Director,
Supervisor, Specialist

School Nutrition Educator

Other

level.

Working in a school nutrition program where the school district
enrollment is 40,000 or more or city population is 200,000 or
more.

Working in state office for child nutrition programs, including
nutrition education.

Faculty working in a college/university setting.

Principals, Superintendents, Teachers, etc. Does not include
right to vote.

Optional membership category for retired or part-time school
nutrition staff. Does not include a subscription to SNmagazine
or the right to vote in the annual SNA election.

Affiliate Part-Time Staff
(less than 4 hours daily)

Affiliate Retired $22

$155

$155

$155

$155

$22

$155

$155

$155

$155

School Nutrition Association * 2900 S Quincy Street, Suite 700 * Arlington, VA 22206 
Phone: 703-824-3000 * Web site: www.schoolnutrition.org * E-mail: membership@schoolnutrition.org

Note: Contributions or gifts to SNA are not deductible as charitable contributions for federal income tax purposes. Contributions to the

Foundation are deductible for IRS purposes. $2.00 of your national dues is used for your subscription to the SN magazine. 



Have you ever wanted to attend the Nebraska School
Nutrition Association State Conference or perhaps a
continuing education class but affordability is a problem?
You will be glad to know there are scholarship funds
available for you through our benefactor program. For
several years, the NSNA benefactor program has been
raising funds to provide scholarships to SNSA members for
conference registration/or national conference and other
educational funding.  Contact Johnny Ahlers or any board
member if you are interested in recieving a scholarship
application. All applications must be approved by the
Executive Board before money can be awarded.

Donations range from $10.00 - $50.00+. You can contact 
Johnny Ahlers at: jahlers@ehpirates.org for more
information. Donations can be made at anytime
throughout the year. Donations from members such as a
you and I help our members achieve thier educational
dreams.

Johnny Ahlers, Benefactor Chair

BENEFACTOR PROGRAM

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
Greetings!
As I write this I am remembering our last conference. I handed out yellow bags at
our food show. With each bag I said - “Take a bag, Run for office!” I hope that it got
some of you thinking about the opportunities there are running for office! This year
we are looking for candidates to serve as Vice President and Treasurer, as well as
Members at Large to be on committees.

I can not stress enough how serving on the board has made me grow both
professional and personally, getting me out of my comfort zone; as many of you
have heard me say before!  Being on the board does take some commitment -
quarterly meetings, on a Saturday and usually in Kearney. Having attended may
District meetings the last two years, I have met a lot of people who could fill the
positions listed above. You have the passion for NSNA, feeding the students and for
making sure theat we grow in the right direction. There are others that will lend a
helping hand, you are not in it alone! Reach out to me if you have questions or are
interested - I’ll be reaching out to you! And remember those that were at
conference, You took a bag - You run for office! I am looking forward to hearing from
you, it really is a great position to hold!

Johnny Ahlers



68th Nebraska School Nutrition Association 
Annual Conference    

June 27-30, 2027
Kearney, NE  

Congratulations! Free Conference winner for 2027 
was Kenneth Bright from Wilber-Clatonia High School

The School Nutrition Association (SNA) National Leadership
Conference (NLC) 2027 will be held on April 15–17, 2027, in
Omaha, Nebraska. The event is designed for current and

incoming state association leaders to build skills, network,
and prepare for the future

LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNIES 



The 2026 School Nutrition Association Annual National Conference (ANC26) was
held July 12–14 in Charlotte, North Carolina. The conference brought together
school nutrition professionals from across the country to learn, network, and share
ideas about improving school meal programs. The theme, “The Power of School
Meals,” emphasized the important role school nutrition plays in supporting student
health and success.
Two highlights were the general session speakers, John Register and Col. Nicole
Malachowski (Ret.). Register, a Paralympic silver medalist and Desert Storm
veteran, encouraged attendees to turn setbacks into opportunities and embrace
change. Malachowski, the first woman pilot to fly with the U.S. Air Force
Thunderbirds, shared her experiences with leadership, perseverance, and overcoming
adversity.
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Brooke Rollins also addressed attendees and
discussed upcoming USDA regulations affecting school nutrition programs. Her
remarks provided insight into changes on the horizon and what school nutrition
professionals can expect as they work to meet new requirements. 
Overall, ANC26 provided valuable education, networking, and inspiration, giving
attendees new ideas and renewed motivation to strengthen their school nutrition
programs and continue supporting students.

2026
 School Nutrition

Association 
Annual National

Conference Pictured: Renee Cornett, Charleen Henry & Tara Brooking



This will be the last issue of Let’s Connect
newsletter in print.  We want to thank
Morris Printing out of Kearney for always
working with us and producing quality
printed newsletters over the years!

Newsletters starting in the Spring of 2027
with be on the Nebraska School Nutrition
Assocation’s website.  Check out the site
for all things NSNA as well as State
Conference Registration Information.  

NSNA Website 

nebraskasna.org

NSNA T-SHIRTS 

Be on the look out on the NSNA
website for opening dates to

purchase your very own Nebraska
SNA t-shirt in a variety of colors.

https://nebraskasna.org/


NSNA Executive Board
PRESIDENT
Tara Brooking
Gretna Public School
18766 P Street
Omaha, NE 68135
Cell: 402-690-4625
tbtooking@gpsne.org

PRESIDENT ELECT
Charleen Henry
Gretna Public School
7742 S 155  Avenueth

Omaha, NE 68138
Cell: 402-201-4929
chenry@gpsne.org

VICE PRESIDENT
Tracy Watsabaugh
Bennington Public Schools
11620 N 156  th

Bennington, NE 68007
402-885-5046
twatsabagh@bennps.org

SECRETARY
Pam Buchholz
Pender Public Schools
609 Whitney Street
Pender, NE 68047
Work: 402-385-3244 ext 5015
Home: 402-385-2346
pabuchh1@penderschools.org

TREASURER
Amy Dougherty
St Vincent de Paul School
14330 Eagle Run Drive
Omaha, NE 68164
Cell: 402-980-1101
doughertya@svdpomaha.org
NSNAtreasurer2020@gmail.com

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Mary Pat Vacek
PO Box 45527
Omaha, NE 68145-0527
402-960-0753
execdirectorNSNA@gmail.com

GOODS & GIFTS
Open

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 
& AWARDS CHAIR
John Ahlers
Emerson-Hubbard 
Public School 
1406 Dakota Street
Emerson, NE 68733
Work: 402-695-2636
Cell: 712-577-1814
jahlers@ehpirates.org

LEGISLATIVE CHAIR
Karee Nielsen
Ashland-Greenwood
Public Schools
1842 Furnas Street
Ashland, NE 68003
Work: 402-944-2114 ext 2516
Cell: 402-570-3950
Karee.nielsen@agps.org

CERTICATION CHAIR &
MEMBERSHIP
Tracy Watsabaugh
Bennington Public Schools
11620 N 156th
Bennington, NE 68007
402-885-5046
twatsabaugh@bennps.org

WEBMASTER
Brock Kaupp
Keya Paha Schools
43586 901  Roadst

Springview, NE 68778
Phone: 402-497-3501
bkaupp@kpschools.org

NEWSLETTER CHAIR
Teresa Tiedtke
Wayne Community Schools
611 W 7  Streetth

Wayne, NE 68787
Cell: 402-369-2653
tetiedt1@waynebluedevils.org

PUBLIC RELATIONS CHAIR
Shelia Sanford
Kearney Public School
1848 K Road
Minden, NE 68003
Cell: 608-830-2012
Work: 308-830-7104
shesanford@kearneycats.com

NUTRITION STANDARDS CO-CHAIR
Kayte Partch
NE Dept of Education
PO Box 94987
Lincoln, NE 68509-4987
800-731-2233
Kayte.Partch@nebraska.gov
Work: 402-560-8187

NSNA
PO BOX 45527
Omaha, NE 68145-0527
www.nebraskasna.org

DHHS FOOD DISTRIBUTION CHAIR
Brian Gerkensmeyer
Phone: 402-580-2503
Brian.Gerkensmeyer@nebraska.gov

INDUSTRY REPS
Chad Ridgeway
Midwest Professional Reps
913-207-4695
chad@midproreps.com

Adam Jordison
Rich’s Foodservice
10008 S 203  Circlerd

Gretna, NE 68028
Cell: 402-321-4184
ajordison@rich.com

Steve Munch
Lake Land Marketing NE
2127 W 37  Streetth

Kearney, NE 68845
308-224-5091
smunch@lakelandneb.com

DISTRICT 1
Jessica Stoffer
Lincoln Public School
7521 S 36  th

Lincoln, NE 68516
402-436-1742
jstoffer@lps.org

DISTRICT 2
Angie Duysen
Gretna Public School
5315 S 194  Streetth

Omaha, NE 68135
402-590-6290
aduysen@gpsne.org

DISTRICT 3
Kim Aschoff
West Point Public School
1585 River Road
West Point, NE 68788
402-380-2795
kaschoff@wpcadets.net

DISTRICT 4
Nicole Enke
Grand Island Public School
PO Box 4904
Grand Island, NE 68802
308-833-0011
nenck@gips.org

DISTRICT 5
Tina Peterson
Axtel Public School
PO Box 97
Axtel, NE 68924
308-743-2415
Tina.Peterson@axtellwildcats.org

DISTRICT 6/8
Holly Lundvall
Wallace Public School
151 N Wallace
Wallace, NE 69169
Cell: 308-530-4616
hglundvall@whscats.org

SNA
2900 S Quincy Street, Suite 700
Arlington, VA 22206
703-834-3000
www.schoolnutrition.org

Mission: To advance good nutrition for all children. 
Vision: Healthful meals and nutrition education are available to all children. 



Nebraska School Nutrition Association
PO Box 45527 
Omaha, NE 68145-0527 
www.nebraskasna.org
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	Perhaps this coming year would be a great time to take on a more active role in our Nebraska School Nutrition Association. Whether at the district or state level, your input and contributions are always welcome. I encourage you to step out of your comfort zone, join a committee, or share your ideas to help enhance our organization.
	As we look ahead, I am excited about the opportunities to continue "Fueling the Future of School Nutrition" through innovation, collaboration, and an unwavering commitment to student well-being. Together with our partners, schools, and communities, we will keep building healthier, more sustainable meal programs that nourish students, support their success, and create a lasting impact for generations to come. Thank you for being part of this journey—I look forward to shaping the future of school nutrition together.
	Tara Brookings
	NSNA President

	NSNA Commodity Food Show
	Event Details
	Date: Location: Seminar: Food Show:
	1:00 PM
	2:00 PM – 4:00 PM

	Seminar Information
	Brian Gerkensmeyer

	Contact & RSVP
	Please RSVP by September 28th, 2026 at nebraskasna.org
	Mary Pat Vacek



	District Meetings
	District 1 & 2
	Saturday, October 17th
	@ Affinity Group
	in Omaha  8:30am

	District 3
	Saturday, October 17th
	Winside High School
	Time: TBD

	District 4
	Saturday, August 22nd
	@ O’Connor Learning
	Center, Grand Island
	8am

	District 6/8
	Saturday, October 3rd
	Wallace High School
	Time: 10am


	The 2026 Mountain Plains Crunch Off is an annual multi-state competition celebrating National Farm to School Month throughout October 2026. States within the USDA’s Mountain Plains region compete to see which state can log the most per capita "crunches" into locally grown produce or minimally processed local foods (such as apples, carrots, cucumbers, popcorn, or seeds)
	The Nebraska Farm to School program enriches the connection communities have with fresh, healthy food and local food producers by changing food purchasing and education practices at schools and early care and education settings.
	National School Lunch Week will be celebrated from October 12 to October 16, 2026. The official theme for the 2026 celebration is "Cafeteria Circus: Where School Meals Take Center Stage," created to highlight the hard work and magic performed daily by school nutrition professionals.
	ART CONTEST
	“Fueling the Future of School Nutrition Starts Here”
	Mail entry to: Nebraska School Nutrition Association, P.O. Box 45527, Omaha, NE 68145
	Contest Deadline: December 14, 2026
	All entries must be on 8x11 paper, and be the students original artwork. —-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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	Home Address:___________________ Home Phone: (___)___________
	City:_____________________ State:__________ Zip___________
	Grade:______ Age:_________
	School:____________________ School Phone:__________________
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	Principal:__________________ Cafeteria Manager:________________
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	TOP REASONS TO JOIN SNA
	When you become a member of SNA, you get access to a vibrant community dedicated to making a significant and enduring impact in the field of school nutrition.
	HERE’S HOW SNA MEMBERSHIP CAN EMPOWER YOU ON YOUR JOURNEY TO SUCCESS:
	EMPOWER YOUR GROWTH
	EXPAND YOUR NETWORK
	ADVANCE YOUR CAREER PATH
	CERTIFY YOUR EXPERTISE
	PROMOTE YOUR PROGRAM
	KEEP YOURSELF INFORMED

	BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!
	Our mission: To empower and support school nutrition professionals in advancing the accessibility,
	quality and integrity of school nutrition programs.


	National and State New Member Application
	Member ID
	Have you ever been a SNA member? First Name
	Last Name
	Email
	Job Title
	School District
	School Name
	Work Phone
	Home Phone
	Chapter No.
	Work Mailing Address
	Home Mailing Address
	(Optional)
	Who referred you to SNA?
	Member ID:
	First Name
	Last Name

	Membership Category
	Employed by?
	National Dues
	Member Categories
	Individual Membership
	$44 $44 $44
	$4 6
	$155 $155 $155 $155 $155
	$22 $22
	School District/ State Agency Membership
	$44 N/A N/A
	$4 6
	$155 $155 $155 $155 $155

	N/A N/A
	Does your employer pay your dues?
	Are you responsible for school nutrition operations in your school district?
	National, State Dues and Processing Fee are required.

	NATIONAL DUES



	NE
	STATE DUES*
	PROCESSING FEE
	TOTAL DUES
	TOTAL PAYMENT
	For credit card payment, please visit www.schoolnutrition.org
	Your STATE DUES are: (Record state dues in the space provided on right) * Select one.

	$15.00 For All Member Categories
	Individual Membership Signature
	Date

	For SDM multiple applicants, you may use a spreadsheet found at www.schoolnutrition.org/sdm.
	See reverse side for important information.
	Dues subject to change.
	FOR SCHOOL DISTRICT MEMBERSHIP (SDM) ONLY
	SDM Main Contact Name __________________________________ (Optional) SDM Main Contact Member ID____________________
	Email ____________________________________________________
	Business Phone Number ____________________________________


	Return this form with your check or money order made payable to SNA.
	Mail application to SNA Depository PO Box 719297, Philadelphia, PA 19171-9297

	SNA National and State Membership Application Guidelines
	MembershipApplication for Individual and School District Memberships.
	SchoolDistrict/State AgencyMembership(SDM)
	is a membership managed or coordinated by the school district/state agency and can be transferred to another individual in the same membership
	category.Please check with your district to see if you are eligible for SDM.

	School District/ State Agency
	Dues
	CategoryMembership Category
	SNE
	STU
	Individual
	Description
	Cooks, chefs, bakers, bookkeepers, technicians, assistants, etc.
	Full-time students enrolled in post-secondary nutrition, health
	or other food related program. Does not include right to vote.
	Retired Members.
	Managers, head cooks, head chefs, assistant managers.

	Membership Membership

	RET SNM DDS
	MCD
	SDS
	EDU OTH
	AFE
	AFR
	SchoolNutritionEmployee
	Student
	$44 $44
	Retired
	SchoolNutritionManager
	SchoolNutritionDirector, Supervisors, Working in a school nutrition program at the school district Specialist, Executive Chefs
	SchoolNutritionDirector,
	Supervisor, Specialist (Major
	City)
	State Agency Director,
	Supervisor, Specialist
	School Nutrition Educator
	Other
	level.
	Working in a school nutrition program where the school district enrollment is 40,000 or more or city population is 200,000 or more.
	Working in state office for child nutrition programs, including nutrition education.
	Faculty working in a college/university setting.
	Principals, Superintendents, Teachers, etc. Does not include right to vote.
	Optional membership category for retired or part-time school nutrition staff. Does not include a subscription to SNmagazine or the right to vote in the annual SNA election.
	Affiliate Part-Time Staff (less than 4 hours daily)
	Affiliate Retired

	$44 $46 $155
	$155
	$155
	$155
	$155 $22
	$22

	$44 N/A
	N/A $46 $155
	$155
	$155
	$155
	$155

	N/A
	N/A
	Note: Contributions or gifts to SNA are not deductible as charitable contributions for federal income tax purposes. Contributions to the Foundation are deductible for IRS purposes. $2.00 of your national dues is used for your subscription to the SN magazine.
	School Nutrition Association * 2900 S Quincy Street, Suite 700 * Arlington, VA 22206
	Phone: 703-824-3000 * Web site: www.schoolnutrition.org * E-mail: membership@schoolnutrition.org


	BENEFACTOR PROGRAM
	Donations range from $10.00 - $50.00+. You can contact
	Johnny Ahlers at: jahlers@ehpirates.org for more information. Donations can be made at anytime throughout the year. Donations from members such as a you and I help our members achieve thier educational dreams.
	Johnny Ahlers, Benefactor Chair

	LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
	As I write this I am remembering our last conference. I handed out yellow bags at our food show. With each bag I said - “Take a bag, Run for office!” I hope that it got some of you thinking about the opportunities there are running for office! This year we are looking for candidates to serve as Vice President and Treasurer, as well as Members at Large to be on committees.
	I can not stress enough how serving on the board has made me grow both professional and personally, getting me out of my comfort zone; as many of you have heard me say before!  Being on the board does take some commitment - quarterly meetings, on a Saturday and usually in Kearney. Having attended may District meetings the last two years, I have met a lot of people who could fill the positions listed above. You have the passion for NSNA, feeding the students and for making sure theat we grow in the right direction. There are others that will lend a helping hand, you are not in it alone! Reach out to me if you have questions or are interested - I’ll be reaching out to you! And remember those that were at conference, You took a bag - You run for office! I am looking forward to hearing from you, it really is a great position to hold!
	Johnny Ahlers

	LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNIES
	68th Nebraska School Nutrition Association
	Annual Conference
	June 27-30, 2027
	Kearney, NE
	Congratulations! Free Conference winner for 2027
	was Kenneth Bright from Wilber-Clatonia High School


	2026
	School Nutrition Association
	Annual National Conference
	The 2026 School Nutrition Association Annual National Conference (ANC26) was held July 12–14 in Charlotte, North Carolina. The conference brought together school nutrition professionals from across the country to learn, network, and share ideas about improving school meal programs. The theme, “The Power of School Meals,” emphasized the important role school nutrition plays in supporting student health and success.
	Two highlights were the general session speakers, John Register and Col. Nicole Malachowski (Ret.). Register, a Paralympic silver medalist and Desert Storm veteran, encouraged attendees to turn setbacks into opportunities and embrace change. Malachowski, the first woman pilot to fly with the U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds, shared her experiences with leadership, perseverance, and overcoming adversity.
	U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Brooke Rollins also addressed attendees and discussed upcoming USDA regulations affecting school nutrition programs. Her remarks provided insight into changes on the horizon and what school nutrition professionals can expect as they work to meet new requirements.
	Overall, ANC26 provided valuable education, networking, and inspiration, giving attendees new ideas and renewed motivation to strengthen their school nutrition programs and continue supporting students.
	nebraskasna.org

	NSNA Website

	NSNA T-SHIRTS
	Be on the look out on the NSNA website for opening dates to purchase your very own Nebraska SNA t-shirt in a variety of colors.

	NSNA Executive Board
	PRESIDENT
	tbtooking@gpsne.org
	PRESIDENT ELECT

	chenry@gpsne.org
	VICE PRESIDENT

	twatsabagh@bennps.org
	SECRETARY

	pabuchh1@penderschools.org
	TREASURER

	doughertya@svdpomaha.org
	NSNAtreasurer2020@gmail.com
	EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

	execdirectorNSNA@gmail.com
	GOODS & GIFTS
	LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
	& AWARDS CHAIR

	jahlers@ehpirates.org
	LEGISLATIVE CHAIR

	Karee.nielsen@agps.org
	CERTICATION CHAIR &
	MEMBERSHIP

	twatsabaugh@bennps.org
	WEBMASTER
	NEWSLETTER CHAIR

	tetiedt1@waynebluedevils.org
	PUBLIC RELATIONS CHAIR

	shesanford@kearneycats.com
	NUTRITION STANDARDS CO-CHAIR

	Kayte.Partch@nebraska.gov
	NSNA
	PO BOX 45527

	DHHS FOOD DISTRIBUTION CHAIR

	Brian.Gerkensmeyer@nebraska.gov
	INDUSTRY REPS

	chad@midproreps.com
	ajordison@rich.com
	smunch@lakelandneb.com
	DISTRICT 1

	jstoffer@lps.org
	DISTRICT 2

	aduysen@gpsne.org
	DISTRICT 3

	kaschoff@wpcadets.net
	DISTRICT 4

	nenck@gips.org
	DISTRICT 5

	Tina.Peterson@axtellwildcats.org
	DISTRICT 6/8

	hglundvall@whscats.org
	SNA

	Mission: To advance good nutrition for all children.
	Vision: Healthful meals and nutrition education are available to all children.
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